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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
12.  “Here’s Hope to Keep Christians Going!”
Scripture:  Revelation 14:1-20
Theme:    “Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood, righteousness, resurrection and promised judgment of evil.”
Introduction:
Reading through the Book of Revelation you will notice that here and there among the darker scenes of God’s wrath and judgment, and descriptions of persecution are bright glimpses of hope and blessedness awaiting the faithful.  Having passed through Chapter 13, we encountered a dark fearsome vision, which did not paint a hopeful picture to Christians. 

Beginning with Chapter 12, we were given a peek behind the scenes to see what lay at the bottom of this hostility toward Jews and Christians.  We found that Satan is at war with God and His plan of redemption through Jesus Christ.  Even though Satan was defeated at the cross and empty tomb of Christ, he pursues the “rest of her off spring,” God’s people.  Through anti-Christ government and anti-Christ religion, Satan attacks the Christian church.
Now, in this fourteenth chapter we see a shift, a turning of the tide.  Here we sense hope, a hope that will keep Christians going.  In the thirteenth chapter we saw the devil using two instruments:  the beast of government and the beast of religion.  In this chapter we see that God also has two instruments:  The Lamb, who is the Christ; and the sickle, which is God’s judgment.      

In the midst of this hope filled scene of a victorious Lord and sovereign judge, an angel comes “having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on earth…”  Think of it!  In the very middle of the scene of battle, the note of hope and Good News is announced in a loud voice.  It’s not to late—even in the heart of darkness and judgment, for the world to hear, to repent, and to turn to the Lamb.  “O the depths of the grace, mercy, power and judgment of God.!” 

I.  A SPECIAL COMPANY IN HEAVEN  (14:1-5)           
1     Given the chaos described in chapters 12-13, what comfort do you find in this passage?
                (14:1-5)                                                     

2     Compare the mark of the beast (13:16-18) with the mark of the Lamb. (14:1; 7:3-4) 

· How would you explain these marks?  Literally or symbolically?
· What does is mean to have the name of the Lamb written on one’s forehead?

       3       Who are the 144,000  and what did they do as John looked on? (7:3-4; 14:1-3)                           
·  
Why can’t angels join in with the 144,000 as they sing the new song before the throne?
       4       How are the 144,000 described and what does it tell you about the life-style of Jesus’ followers?   

II. A SPECIAL COMMISSION FROM HEAVEN  (14:6-13)
1      What was the angel flying in midair dispatched to do?    
·     What is the message of hope that he brings and to whom is it addressed?  (14:6-7)
2      By contrast what message does the angel of doom spread?  (14:8)
·    What do you think is the “Babylon that has fallen?”  Compare with 16:19;          17:5-6,9,18
·   
Who has been infected by the spirit of Babylon and what is that spirit? 
3     What are the consequences of those who “buy into” or worship the spirit of Babylon? (14:9-11)

· 
What do verses 10-11 teach about hell?     

4    Why do believers need patient endurance (12) and in what way  are they blessed even in death? (13)  

III.  A SPECIAL COMMAND FROM HEAVEN  (14:14-20)

1   Suddenly John sees another vision.  What does he see?  Who is described here?  (14:14; Dan. 7:13-14)
2   What message comes to the one seated on the cloud?  (14:15-16)
3   What do you see happening here in 14:17-18 and how does the scene compare with Matt. 24:29-31?
4   What will happen to the grapes that were gathered by the reaping angel? (14:19-20)   What do the grapes represent?
· What aspect of judgment is emphasized in the vision of the vintage?
5    Is the flow of blood literal in vs. 20; if not, what does it represent?
APPLICATION:

1   What is one step you can take today to keep yourself pure and directed to God?
2   What are you doing to help proclaim the Gospel to every nation, tribe, language and  people?

3   How “ripe” do you think the world is right now for God’s judgment and how does this affect your life style?

